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Lesson 5 of 6: Science and Animals - Christian Views

Aim of the lesson 

· to become familiar with a variety of Christian responses to animal issues 
· to develop an understanding of Christian textual sources related to these viewpoints

· to relate Christian beliefs to practice 

· to consider their own response to the issues examined in the lesson

Differentiation / Extension

Teachers may wish to draw up additional questions to stretch more able students expecting them to justify their responses in thoughtful and developed ways.  

Assessment

Written answers to Student Worksheet 2: What do you think? provide teachers with the opportunity for formal assessment.

Duration:
1 hour lesson

Timings
Starter 
 
20 minutes


Main activities  
30 minutes


Plenary 

10 minutes
Age Group:
11-14 years 

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

It would be helpful if the teacher had read the overview for this unit.

Previous knowledge needed by students

Some understanding of the Christian faith, as well as the ability to source Biblical texts from standard references, would be very helpful in this unit.
Background Reading

None needed

Resources

Student Worksheet 1: The chat room
Teacher Resource Sheet 1: Matching game
Student Worksheet 2: What do you think?
Introduction / Starter activity

Read Student Worksheet 1: The Chat Room - either individually with students inserting their responses with a pen throughout or dramatised by three players followed by a class discussion. The worksheet recounts a conversation between three Christians about a range of animal issues – notably factory farming and experimentation/manipulation issues as covered in previous lessons. Students will be asked to identify which of three viewpoints each character in the chat room most closely represents. 

Main Activities

Students will then carry out a matching exercise between Biblical texts and brief explanatory sentences. This could be done in groups, each group placing all the cards (on Teacher Resource Sheet 1: Matching Game) face down on a desk and taking it in turns to turn them over two at a time until a matching pair is found. Alternatively, the texts/commentaries could be distributed randomly around the classroom, pupils then interacting with each other to match the cards correctly. 

ICT Opportunities 

The textual referencing and identification could be done by using one of the many available on-line concordances. The chat room activity could be delivered as a PowerPoint presentation, each contribution to the scientists’ conversation coming up on screen one after the other to hold pupils’ attention.

Plenary

Give each group one of the three characters from Student Worksheet 1: The Chat Room. Ask each group to write the response their character would be likely to make to the given stimulus on Student Worksheet 2: What do you think? and also to give their own personal response.
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