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Lesson 4 of 6: Student Work Sheet 1

Should Animals have rights?

How should we use animals?
Think through the following examples of the use of animals by science. For each one come to a conclusion about whether you would ACCEPT or REJECT this. Explain your decisions.

Issue: There is a serious shortage of organs for transplant. For example, people who die through liver failure maybe could have been saved by getting a liver transplant. But there aren’t enough people donating their organs (and it’s not just livers).

Possible solution: Genetically modify animals (like pigs) to grow livers which are just like human livers then use these for transplants into humans (called xenotransplantation)

Possible benefits: Saving lots of human lives

Possible dangers: Could cause diseases which only animals get to be transferred to humans; results in the animal’s death
Issue: Throughout our lives, tissues and other organs wear out or are damaged by disease or accidents. Loss of these are not life-threatening. Scar tissue after burns for example.

Possible solution: Take human cells from aborted fetuses and grow inside animals for later harvesting

Possible benefits: An end to the shortage of tissues for humans

Possible dangers: Same dangers as above, but also the issue of using cells from aborted fetuses and the dangers of mixing human and animal tissues
5d Animal Rights
[image: image2.png]




Lesson 4 of 6: Student Work Sheet 1

Issue: Making drugs can be very expensive. This means that they might be too expensive for those who need them.

Possible solution: Genetically modify the milk production processes of cows and sheep so that in their milk they produce vast quantities of helpful drugs (pharmaceutical proteins)

Possible benefits: Limitless quantities produced and so reduction in cost of helpful drugs

Possible dangers: Damage to the animal; Possible transmission of animal disease through the drugs (or other unpleasant side-effects)
Issue: Illnesses like cancer are often incurable. It is not possible to give a human cancer to test drugs and treatments

Possible solution: Give mice cancer either by genetic modification, irradiation or other means to test treatments and drugs

Possible benefits: Finding a cure for cancer

Possible dangers: Death of the mouse; responses of mouse biology different to human biology.
Issue: Illnesses like AIDS are not found in the animal kingdom. AIDS is a major killer throughout the world.

Possible solution: Give higher primates (like chimpanzees) AIDS to test drugs and treatment.

Possible benefits: Primate biology closest to human so any results should closely match human reactions (?)

Possible dangers: Only a human can respond like a human. Suffering of the primate.
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