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Lesson 4 of 6: Student Resource Sheet 1

Should Animals have rights?

Trusting science with life
There’s been lots of arguments lately about using animals to provide organs for human use. As well as this, the Animal Rights people have been out and about persuading people that the same animals we kill by the millions for our dinner tables should not be used to help ease the most awful illnesses of the day. Perhaps if you were hooked up to a dialysis machine for a large part of your week waiting for a kidney transplant you wouldn’t be so gooey-eyed about putting an animal’s kidney to good use. So far we’ve needed to make people literally sick with drugs to prevent them rejecting animal tissues introduced to their bodies. Now, with a wave of the magic wand of genetic engineering, we can fool the human body into thinking that a pig’s liver is actually a human one. Have we the right to deny this life-saving gift to suffering humans while enjoying our bacon rolls?

And what’s more, our scientists tirelessly work to put an end to the miseries of cancer, AIDS and other incurable scourges. Are they animal torturing monsters, just filling their days with cruelty? This newspaper doesn’t think so. Would those who protest against them – sometimes in the most inhumane ways – really refuse the cure for cancer if it came about through the benefits of animal research? Giving a mouse cancer to test drugs and treatments isn’t pretty, and we should not do it thoughtlessly, but is it any more horrific than the average person’s reaction to finding a mouse in their kitchen cupboard?

Humans have always used animals for our own good. We have always changed them to match what they can give with what we need from them. Is applying cutting-edge science to that any different from what we have always done?

This newspaper is against cruelty in all its forms. It has always supported balance in our treatment of animals. It has always supported strict laws about how scientists treat animals. But now perhaps, the end of the misery of cancer, AIDS and lack of organ donors is in sight. Benefits have always come at a price. The benefits of using animals come at the price of animal suffering. But sometimes the price has to be paid. Until there is a better way perhaps this is the only way. Let’s come down heavily on those scientists who abuse their power, but let’s trust those who don’t.
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