5d: Animal Rights
[image: image1.png]




Lesson 4 of 6: Should animals be experimented on? (Part 2)

Aim of the lesson

· to know what xenotransplantation and genetic modification are

· to understand the reasons for both these procedures and the beliefs underlying them

· to reflect upon their own beliefs about animal experimentation
Extension work

It would be possible to develop the research begun in this lesson. 

Assessment

Written answers to Worksheet 3: What does the future offer us? provide teachers with the opportunity for formal assessment.

Duration:
1 hour lesson

Timings
Starter 
 
15 minutes


Main activities  
30 minutes


Plenary 

15 minutes
Age Group:
11-14 years 

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

Teachers should familiarise themselves with both debates. One good text is “Engineering Genesis” D & A Bruce (Eds) Earthscan, ISBN 185383 570 6. Another valuable resource is www.srtp.org.uk
Previous knowledge needed by students

It would be helpful if students had completed the first 3 lessons in this unit

Background Reading

See above

Resources

Student Worksheet Sheet 1: How should we use animals?
Student Worksheet Sheet 2: What do you think? 

Student Resource Sheet 1: Trusting science with life
Student Worksheet Sheet 3: What does the future offer us?

Introduction / Starter activity

Using Student Worksheet Sheet 1: How should we use animals? students will discuss and respond to various scenarios in which it would be possible to use genetically modified animal material. The worksheet asks students to ACCEPT or REJECT the use of genetic modification/xenotransplantation in each scenario and to justify their decision. Encourage students to consider whether their answers would be different if it was their own or a family member’s health that was at stake rather than someone they had never met. Students could work through the scenarios alone or in pairs or in groups - or as a class, each pupil being asked to justify their answer in quick fire succession.

Main Activities

Students will then carry out a class survey, identifying their peers’ responses to these issues with the help of Student Worksheet Sheet 2: What do you think?  Findings can be analysed in relation to the central moral issues raised by xenotransplantation and genetic modification and displayed in the form of graphs or charts. The survey could be widened beyond the class as appropriate.

On Student Resource Sheet 1: Trusting science with life, students can read a (fake) newspaper editorial about one of the central issues. Challenge them to write a letter to the newspaper expressing their views on the editorial they have read. 
ICT Opportunities: 

Survey findings could be analysed using ICT programmes.

Extension work

It would be possible to develop the research begun in this lesson. 

Plenary

Ask students to look into the future. Do they think xenotransplantation and genetic modification of animals will have become commonplace or will alternatives have been found? Use Student Worksheet Sheet 3: What does the future offer us? as a starting point for class discussion or an imaginative written response.
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