5d: Animal Rights
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Lesson 2 of 6: Resource Sheet 1

Should Animals have rights?

Factory Farming
Whether the following are facts or matters of opinion is something you will have to think through in class. Obviously how you write something gives it an “angle” which you might agree with or not.

· Factory farming was a response to shortages during wartime and an increase in population afterwards. Scientists came up with ways of producing farm produce in quantities and at a low cost.

· Factory Farming is sometimes called intensive farming.

· It is a way of getting the most meat or animal produce in the most efficient way

· This means that it is possible to make a greater profit because the cost of production is kept low

· This also means that you can produce more of the animal product and this means there would be no shortages

· Intensive farming also means that animal products become cheap enough for everyone to enjoy – even the poorest

· Intensive farming means that you can use the smallest area of land for producing the greatest amount of animal produce

· Intensive farming recycles materials – for example, feeding animals recycled materials from other sources

· Animals do live close to each other but they are kept free from disease by being given lots of medicines to keep disease and illness away

· Animals reared intensively cannot be harmed by natural predators

· The meat and animal produce industry is very competitive – so intensive farming helps farmers keep up with the competition






Example 2: Broiler chickens


Chickens are hatched and reared in large barns where temperature, light and feeding times are all automatically controlled. Chickens are bred so that fast-growing ones reach slaughter weight more quickly than normal





Example 1: The Sow crate


Female pigs give birth and are then kept in a cage. Piglets feed from their mothers through the bars of the cage. The female does not use energy moving around and cannot accidentally harm the piglets 





Example 4: Fish Farming


Fish are raised from fry in a very short time.  This takes place in large man-made concrete tanks specially built for the purpose. Application of antibiotics and other chemicals ensure the fish remain healthy.








Example 3: Battery Hens


Chickens are kept in cages (batteries). Their feeding is by a moving belt just outside the cage. They lay eggs and these are carried along another conveyor belt. The greatest number of chickens can be raised in the smallest area.
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