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Lesson 1 of 6: Student Work Sheet 4
Should Animals have rights?

Do we commit speciesism?

Speciesism

This was first suggested by the philosopher and animal rights supported Peter Singer. It is the idea that treating an animal differently because it is a different species to a human is wrong. Speciesism can be anything from eating meat to locking an animal away in a zoo even though it hasn’t done anything to deserve being locked away. Speciesism is like any other kind of discrimination or unfairness. It starts with the idea that one group is better than, or more important than another and so that group can treat another group in any way it likes. Peter Singer thinks that the way we treat animals today is wrong and an example of one species discriminating against another. In the same way that humans have come to accept equal rights for women and people from different racial backgrounds, so in the future people will treat animals as equals. These people of the future will look back at today and wonder how we could do the things we do to animals and still sleep soundly at night……

Imagine you have been transported to the future. In this future, animals are treated as the equals of humans. You have been accused of speciesism. How would you defend yourself?

I have been accused of the crime of speciesism. In my defence…..

Devise a set of laws which would get rid of speciesism. What laws would be needed to make sure that humans and animals were treated as equals?
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