5d: Animal Rights
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Lesson 1 of 6: Student Work Sheet 3

Should Animals have rights
What rights do animals have?

Read the following and for each one, answer the questions which follow;
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Hi, I’m Norman. I was born here. It’s not much to look at but it’s home I suppose. I don’t like the concrete floors or the bars, but I’m used to them now. They throw my food in – it’s already dead – no fun catching that. I sit around most of the day. I sleep a lot. Sometimes I just wander round in circles. How I’d like to run fast for miles. But I never have, though I feel as if I should be doing that, like it’s in my nature. Sometimes I’d just like to hide away but not much chance of that. Everything I do is on show – no privacy about anything. There are people watching me – all day long pointing and laughing. Paying more attention to their ice-creams than me. “What’s that?” the kids ask their parents. “A leopard or something – come on let’s go see the monkeys”. I’m a cheetah and the monkeys are chimpanzees come to think of it. At night you hear the cries of the other animals. Sad wailing sounds. Some of them remember their homes – others like me can only dream about them. Some have gone quite mad – crazy for doing nothing. What’s the point in me being here? What have I done to deserve this? What does it matter? I’ll never leave here. This is my life. I hope you enjoy it. I don’t. But you’ll never know that. Zoological park? Prison more like.
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Hi, I’m Barry. You usually don’t see me about. OK, maybe sometimes at night in the dark – but I’ll be scuttling away from you as fast as I can. We live in the sewers – not pretty but it’s a living. Our homes are here, our families – those who manage to avoid you that is. But if we ever come near your homes – the horror! They’ll put down blue pellets for us. Don’t eat them – they expand inside you and burst your guts. It’s a long slow death. I’ve seen it. Trust me. When they don’t do that they sometimes use other chemicals which set your skin on fire. I’ve heard they even use flamethrowers, drowning, and now and again, the old fashioned traps which snap your neck – not always very cleanly. It’s funny being a rat. You even use the word as an insult. But you people, you keep hamsters and gerbils and mice. You clean them, feed them, enjoy watching them running round in their wheels which go nowhere. You hold them in your hand and stroke them. But not us. No. We are the diseased, the unclean. Contagious. We don’t deserve to live – even though it’s your dirt which we clean up for you. Filthy rat.
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I have a lovely life here on the farm. I’m in beautiful green meadows all day long, basking in the sun. When it’s cold and grey, I can go into the shed and keep warm. Lots of yummy straw in there to eat. It’s cosy there with all my friends. Though some of the older ones, they’re gone now. They take them to a nicer place. They say it’s never cold there, and that the grass is always fresh - everlasting they say. They say that you should look forward to it because it’s your reward for all your years of giving milk. It’s where you’ll meet your calves. The ones they took there to grow up for when you meet them again. It’ll be good to see them again. I’ve had six of them – one moreorless every year. They say that if you don’t have a calf you’ll stop giving milk. That wouldn’t be so good. I remember the names I gave to my calves. Funny enough they were all male. Some of the female calves get to stay here and give milk too. They don’t get to go to the nice place with the everlasting grass – what a shame. There’s even a name for the place we go, sounds very posh… abbatoir. I can’t wait. I wonder if all animals go there……?

Questions

1. Describe the problem facing each animal.

2. What’s unfair about the way that they are being treated?

3. Do all animals get treated in the way that these animals do? Why? Why not?

4. In what ways do these examples show people’s confusion about how animals are treated as opposed to how they could be treated?

5. If you could communicate with these animals, what advice might you give them?

6. What rights do you think these animals are being deprived of?

7. In what ways is the treatment of these animals like racism, sexism or some other kind of discrimination?
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