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5a: [11-14] Environmental Issues

 

Lesson 2 of 3: Student Resource Sheet 1

What  does religion have to say?

Read the descriptions below explaining 6 different religious festivals.  Often there are regional and cultural differences in the way festivals are celebrated within any religion, but the symbolism of the festival is the same, and it is this that is the important part for the religious believer:
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Buddhist: The Kathina ceremony (on the final day of a time of retreat during the rainy season) is a thank you to the monks - those who follow the monastic life of discipline and commitment to the sangha (community).  The community presents a length of cloth to the monastery. On the same day, the monks cut out the fabric and make a robe from it, which is presented to the most virtuous monk in each monastery.  This demonstrates how the monks need the community, and the community needs the monks - each is dependent on the other.
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Christian: Harvest is the time when Christians thank God for the food that has been harvested and that will feed them through the year.  The food symbolises God's care and protection for his people. It is also a time to remember those who do not have enough food and to give to those in need. Christians believe that God made them stewards of creation, this means that they should took after the world and everything in it, so that it may continue to provide for the needs of all living things.
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Hindu: Pongal (in South India) is the festival when Hindus give thanks for those things on which they depend for food. It occurs at the time of the rice and sugar cane harvest.  'Pongal' means boiling, and refers to the 'boiling' (rice with sugar and milk) which is eaten as the climax of the festival meal.  Suriya, the sun god, is thanked for the harvest and is offered the pudding on the second day of the festival. On the third day the cattle are thanked for their milk and their ploughing, and decorated with flower garlands and rice sheaves.  This festival is known in other parts of India by different names, such as Lohri (Punjab) and Makara Sankranti (Gujerat).  Many Hindus are vegetarians because they believe that life is a cycle of death and rebirth into the form of any living creature.  Animals and people are all creatures with souls, so to kill an animal is the same as killing a person and would be considered wrong.
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Jewish: Sukkot is the time when Jews remember the 40 years in the desert, over 3,000 years ago, when they lived in temporary shelters on their journey from Egypt to Israel.  It also celebrates the grape and citrus fruit harvest. Jewish families build shelters in their gardens during the festival. They tie together two willow and three myrtle branches, a palm branch and a lemon (etrog).  This represents the importance of the whole body -the lemon is the heart, the palm is the spine, the myrtle is the eyes and the willow is the mouth.  They wave this construction in all directions to show that God is everywhere.  ‘Tikkun olun’ literally means 'repairing the world'.  It is an ideal in which one commits oneself to creating a more just and whole world.  It can occur only through the interactions between individuals and communities, so Jewish teaching is always concerned with personal morality, social responsibility and 'polities' i.e. questions of leadership, power and the control of property.

[image: image6.png]


Muslim: Khalifa is the Muslim word for Allah's representative on earth. It signifies taking responsibility in everyday life as a trustee or steward of all that Allah has given in creation.  Allah provides the guidelines for fulfilling that trusteeship, which is embodied in the body of beliefs and values held by Muslims, both as individuals and as a community of faith.
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Sikh: Baisakhi is the day on which Sikhs reinforce their sense of identity and of belonging to the khalsa, the community of Sikhs.  It marks the Sikh new year, and the introduction by Guru Gobind Singh of a new understanding of loyalty and initiation into the community.  This is symbolised by the adoption of the five Ks and the distinctive Sikh clothing.  The occasion is a time for political rallies, the selling of livestock, and of enjoyment before the reaping of the spring harvest.  Realising that one belongs to the community means taking some responsibility for it.
Having read about how different religions celebrate some festivals, thinking back to the game you played last lesson – what religion was your counter? 

1 Discuss with a partner what you think your faith counter person would believe about the environment from what you have read here?

Be ready to share your thoughts with the rest of your class.

Your faith counter person has gone on-line on the internet and found the following quotations from different religions:

2 Which quotation do you appreciate the most and why?

3 What doesthe quotation from your faith person’s religion mean?

 “We are the generation with an awareness of a great danger.  We are the ones with the responsibility and the ability to take action before it is too late.”  

H.H.The Dalai Lama, Buddhist

“He who hates no creature is dear to me.” 

Bhagavad-Gita, Hindu

“To Him belongs what is the heavens and on the earth, and all between them, and all beneath the soil.”  

The Qur’an, Surah, Muslim

“God beholds his creation and rejoices.” 

Japji, Sikh

“As the creator loves his creation, so creation loves the creator.” 

Hildegard of Bingen, 12th century German Abbess, Christian

“God says, ‘Look at my works, how beautiful they are! Do not corrupt and destroy my universe; for if you destroy it, no-one will repair it.’”  

Midrash Rabbah, Kohelet 7, Jewish
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