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5a: [11-14] Environmental Issues

 

Lessons 2 of 3: What does religion have to say?

Aim of the lesson 

· To understand the meaning of key ideas like stewardship, responsibility and care of the environment

· To examine and analyse how different religions respond to environmental problems

· To reflect upon what they appreciate the most about religious answers to difficult questions

Differentiation / Extension

Teachers could divide the class according to ability for group work with Student Worksheet 1.

Assessment

The evaluation question asked in the plenary offers an opportunity for a formal assessment of students’ work.

Duration:

1 hour lesson

Timings:

Starter 
 
10 mins, 

Main activities  
30 mins 

Plenary 

20 mins
Age Group:

11-14 years 

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

None. 

Previous knowledge needed by students

None - but to have taken part in Lesson 1 would be helpful

Resources

Student Resource Sheet 1: What does religion have to say?
Student Worksheet 1: What does religion have to say?
Introduction / Starter activity

Place a line of rope on the floor of the classroom, and ask students to think back for a moment to the five environmental problems that were researched during the previous lesson.  Ask students, representing the issue they researched, to place themselves on the line, making one end a score of 10 (really important), and the other end 1 (unimportant).  Then introduce three or four additional current environmental issues and ask students to represent these issues and to position themselves on the line afresh. (This can be as active and fun as you want to make it!)

Main Activities

Ask students to name the six religions that comprised the faith counters in the environment game played last lesson.  Display the symbols on your board, and introduce Student Resource Sheet 1: What does religion have to say?  Read the sheet as a class or in pairs, asking the students to discuss and answer the questions asked.  Call the class back together to share their thoughts on Questions 1, 2 and 3.

Put students into groups of five, each student representing one of the five areas of research that the class carried out in the previous lesson. Using Student Worksheet 1: What does religion have to say? ask students to fill in the worksheet.  If you have time, students could feed back their thoughts to the class.

Plenary

Discuss as a class how the world’s religions could help with regard to the environment.  Ask students to write a developed response to the following question:

“There is no hope for the world; we have left caring about our planet too late.”
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