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5a: [11-14] Environmental Issues

 

Lessons 1 of 3: Student Resource Sheet 3: Can you survive? Problem Cards





PROBLEM CARD





You have found difficulty breathing, after seeing your doctor she tells you that you now have asthma. Your doctor thinks in your circumstances this could be due to air pollution from living in a large city, and recommends that you move to the country  





 How important a problem is this on a scale of 1(low) to 3(high)








PROBLEM CARD





In order to produce more food to feed a larger population farmers use chemical fertilisers to improve crop production.  However many of these fertilisers have caused medical complications for humans and animals years down the line.





How important a problem is this on a scale of 1(low) to 3(high)








PROBLEM CARD





Nuclear power could provide people with cleaner fuel, but in producing power this way, dangerous radioactive waste that is very difficult to dispose of or store is created that could kill people if they are exposed to it.





How important a problem is this on a scale of 1(low) to 3(high)








PROBLEM CARD





Organic food is produced free from the use of artificial fertilisers and pesticides, but costs people more to buy it than food produced using chemicals.





How important a problem is this on a scale of 1(low) to 3(high)








PROBLEM CARD





Food and mouth disease which recently led to the slaughter of thousands of animals across the UK, occurred because of feeding ground up brains and spines containing growth hormones to animals, rather than raising them using more expensive foods.





How important a problem is this on a scale of 1(low) to 3(high)








PROBLEM CARD





Keeping the water that we drink safe is an expensive process.  Many people believe taking out all the harmful pollutants that are now in our hydrosphere is impossible.





How important a problem is this on a scale of 1(low) to 3(high)











PROBLEM CARD





You always leave your TV, Digital box, Video and DVD and CD player on standby when you have finished with it for the night.  Turning them off really isn’t going to make that much of a difference.





How important a problem is this on a scale of 1(low) to 3(high)











PROBLEM CARD





Once you have switched on a light in your house, you don’t see the point of turning off when you leave the room. Surely turning off just one light really isn’t going to make that much of a difference.





How important a problem is this on a scale of 1(low) to 3(high)











PROBLEM CARD





Fish stocks around GB are at dangerously low levels, because of our success at using bigger nets to catch more fish, we have over fished the seas and could see some fish being lost from our seas altogether.  The seas ecosystem is in danger.





How important a problem is this on a scale of 1(low) to 3(high)











PROBLEM CARD





We are running out of safe spaces to bury our rubbish.  If landfill sites are too close to where we live they could adversely affect people’s lives.  What do we do with all our rubbish?





How important a problem is this on a scale of 1(low) to 3(high)











PROBLEM CARD





Some of the food you are eating has been sprayed with pesticides that have now been identified as ones that are dangerous to human health if they enter into the food chain.





How important a problem is this on a scale of 1(low) to 3(high)








PROBLEM CARD





In 1900 the population of the earth was 1 billion, in 2000 it was six billion. More people being born in the next few years means more demands on the planet. 





How important a problem is this on a scale of 1(low) to 3(high)








PROBLEM CARD





Fossil fuels are fast running out.  What will we do to produce electricity and gas which produce most of what we use for cooking, heating and provides us with light?





How important a problem is this on a scale of 1(low) to 3(high)








PROBLEM CARD





Most of the rubbish that you put in your rubbish bin finishes up at a landfill sites all over our country.  The problem with these sites is that no-one knows what the long-term pollution from the decaying rubbish will be, and how it will affect us?





How important a problem is this on a scale of 1(low) to 3(high)








PROBLEM CARD





Exhaust fumes from cars contain lead, carbon monoxide and nitrogen oxides.  These cause 60-90% of air pollution in our country, making the air that we breathe in dirty and bad for our health.





How important a problem is this on a scale of 1(low) to 3(high)








PROBLEM CARD





Buying products that are wrapped in plastic, keeps them fresh, but once created plastic is really hard to destroy.  At the moment to tend to bury it in landfill sites, no-one knows the long-term effects from the decaying rubbish?





How important a problem is this on a scale of 1(low) to 3(high)








PROBLEM CARD





Burning fossil fuels causes carbon dioxide to be created, and released into the atmosphere.  Too much carbon dioxide in the atmosphere causes pollution to us as well as the world, as it is poisonous to us.  A build up of this gas causes the greenhouse effect.





How important a problem is this on a scale of 1(low) to 3(high)








PROBLEM CARD





Using chemical fertilisers on crops increases their yield but also produces pollution which then affects the balance of  water in rivers and the sea.  This is then detrimental to plant, animal and fish life in the long run. 





 How important a problem is this on a scale of 1(low) to 3(high)








PROBLEM CARD





When pesticides, fertilisers and industrial waste become part of our hydrosphere, they can evaporate with water molecules and then when conditions are right return to earth as acid rain, This then pollutes soil, rivers and trees.





How important a problem is this on a scale of 1(low) to 3(high)








PROBLEM CARD





You have been buying genetically modified crops.  They are being produced more and more.  They are good because they stop the need for using pesticides on crops, but no-one knows their long term affects on the human body.





How important a problem is this on a scale of 1(low) to 3(high)











