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Lesson 1: Student Resource Sheet 1

My name is Petrius
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Hello! My name is Petrius and I live in Athens. I am a friend of a natural philosopher called Empedocles, but we argue a lot about things.

I follow the state religion and these are my beliefs:

1. Zeus is King of the gods and he lives on Mount Olympus with his wife Hera. There are lots of other gods and goddesses, such as Poseidon, god of the sea, Hades, god of the underworld, and Aphrodite, goddess of love.

2. The gods are immortal and very powerful. Each god has a temple dedicated to them, with a statue of them inside. We worship them there, ask them favours and make sacrifices to them. I worship at the Temple of Athene, goddess of Athens, and last week I sacrificed a sheep to her.

3. The gods look just like giant humans. They have the same sorts of moods and emotions too – especially some of the worst ones like anger, jealousy and cruelty.

4. No order or reason lies behind life’s happenings. When something bad happens to you, it is because the gods are angry with you or are playing with you like a cat plays with a mouse. 

5. The moods of the gods can cause earthquakes, storms and disasters.  For instance, when the gods gave Athens to Athene, Poseidon was so angry he sent a huge tidal wave to flood the land.      

6. The gods will often fall out with each other and fight, like we do. Our stories tell us that the god Prometheus made humans from clay. But then he stole fire from Zeus and gave it to us. In revenge, Zeus tied Prometheus to a rock where an eagle comes every day to eat his liver, which grows back again every night.

7. We hold religious festivals throughout the year to please the gods. We know they watch what we do. To amuse them we put on athletics contests and races. The gods make sure their favourites win.

So you can see we are all at the mercy of the gods. They decide our destiny. We have no real power over our own lives or the world around us. We are like pieces on a game board being moved around.

My friend Empedocles has different ideas. Let us hope he does not anger the gods by what he is saying!
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