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Lesson 3: Student Resource Sheet
Creation Stories


EGYPTIAN

In the beginning, before there was any land of Egypt, nothing existed but darkness and a great waste of water called Nu. The power of Nu was such that there rose out of the darkness a great shining egg. Bursting from the egg came Ra. Ra brought light into the world and the sun passed across the sky and set for the first time. Then Ra had a son, the god Geb, and the earth came into being. He had a daughter, the goddess Nut, and she was the sky arched over the earth. He had another son, Hapi, god of the River Nile, which began to flow through the land and bring life – plants, fish, animals and humans.

This is just one of the Egyptian creation stories. There were many of them, all slightly different.


MESOPOTAMIAN

In the beginning, before the forming of the Land of the Two Rivers, there was a great vastness of waters. Apsu was god of the fresh waters, and Tiamet goddess of the salt waters, and from these two were born the gods and spirits of the deep. Anu, Lord of the heavens was born, and his son Ea. But Ea’s son, Marduk the Lord, was great in strength and courage. He had four eyes and ears in order to hear and see everything. He shone brightly, and was known as Son of the heavens, heavenly Sun. He became Marduk the Avenger. He had a quarrel with his grandmother Tiamet, and cut her in two halves, one half the sky and one half the earth. Humans were put on earth to worship and fear the gods.

There were also different versions of this creation story.

HEBREW

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was a vast waste, darkness covered the deep, and the spirit of God hovered over the surface of the water. God said, ‘Let there be light’ and there was light….. God said, ‘Let the water under the heavens be gathered together into one place, so that dry land may appear’; and so it was. God called the dry land earth, and the gathering of the water he called sea; and God saw that it was good. God said, ‘Let the earth produce growing things…let the waters teem with living creatures’….. Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air…..and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’
This is an abbreviated version of the first of two creation stories found in Genesis chapters 1 and 2. 
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