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3a: [11-14] Early Influences


Lesson 3 of 3: Order and Reason
Aim of the lesson 

· To compare some ancient creation stories
· To connect the Hebrew creation stories with the beginning of a developing world view in which scientific investigation and understanding become possible
Differentiation / Extension

This lesson is especially suitable for the less able.

Assessment

Teachers will be able to assess students’ levels of understanding during discussion at the beginning of this lesson, through written responses on the worksheet, and through oral responses to the plenary questions.

Duration:

1 hour lesson

Timings:

· Starter 
 
 10 mins 

· Main activities  
 40 mins 

· Plenary 

 10 mins
Age Group:

11-14 years 

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

It would be helpful if the teacher had read the overview for this unit.

Previous knowledge needed by students

It might be helpful for students to have completed Lessons 1 and 2 before attempting this one.

Background Reading

None

Resources

Student Resource Sheet 1: Creation stories

Student Worksheet: Creation stories
Teacher Answer Sheet: Creation stories
PowerPoint Presentation: Mental Pictures about the Universe
Introduction / Starter activity

Explain to students the mental picture which was commonly held of the world by ancient cultures (see notes below). Draw a sketch to illustrate or ask pupils to draw their own interpretation. Consolidate with the PowerPoint Presentation: Mental Pictures about the Universe, if possible.
1. Many ancient cultures such as those of the Egyptians and Mesopotamians saw the Earth as a flat plate.

2. The sky was usually flat but sometimes curved, and held up by four pillars.

3. Across the sky the sky gods (the planets, sun and moon) moved, passing each night beyond the pillars into a world below the earth – the underworld. Each morning they would rise again in the eastern sky to begin a new day.

4. The Egyptians thought of the sky as a heavenly river – a reflection of the River Nile.

5. The Mesopotamians thought that a huge watery chamber existed above the visible sky.

6. This water fell as rain and then drained away through cracks in the earth into the great underground waters of Apsu (Mesopotamian) or Nun (Egyptian) out of which the world had first emerged at its creation.

These ideas lasted until about the sixth century BC.  These peoples had no knowledge of the water cycle. They had no knowledge of how rivers formed. It was thought that rivers gushed up through cracks from the underworld seas. If there was flooding or drought, then this could be the gods playing mischievously with the water supplies, or punishing humanity by drowning it.

The early Hebrews probably had the same notion of an ‘earth sandwich’ with earth as the filling between two watery layers. In the story of Noah’s flood, it is written that 

‘the windows of heaven’ are opened, and that later the waters ‘dried up from the earth’.

The important difference is that the sun and moon were not gods to be worshipped, but themselves created by one God, Yahweh, to bring light to the earth. Later, the idea of a watery underworld would have been discarded.

In later centuries, the Phoenicians and the Greeks became seafarers, travelling all around the Mediterranean. What they discovered changed the idea of a pancake universe for all the people they encountered - their ocean travels, during which the horizon could be seen as a huge circle around them, led to a sense of a round earth and a sky encompassing it.

These were the beginnings of the science of geography, although not recognized as such. The Greeks saw geography as a science that worked with astronomy. After all, how did you navigate but through a knowledge of the stars?

This new knowledge began to change the ways in which people pictured the world.

Weblink: www.bigmyth.com 

Main activity

How was this sandwich universe of sky, earth and underworld created?

Ancient cultures all developed creation stories to explain how the world came about.

Read creation stories from the Egyptian, Babylonian and Hebrew/Judaic traditions on Student Resource Sheet: Creation stories before setting students to work on Student Worksheet: Creation Stories. (You may find the Teacher Answer Sheet helpful when going through the worksheet as a class.)
Plenary

Discuss these three questions.

· What makes the Hebrew God seem more powerful?

He exists before everything else – he brings everything into being in a well-planned and organised way. He does not need to argue and jostle for power with other gods. He has total control.

· What kind of mental world view did the Hebrew creation story help to create?

Safe, secure, well planned, makes sense etc.

· Which world view do you prefer?

Allow students to discuss and then feed back their thoughts.

For the more able

Link what you have learnt in this lesson to the work done in Lessons 1 and 2. How does the Hebrew creation story contribute to a world view which has made scientific development possible?

As the Hebrew story became a foundation of the Judaic tradition, there developed a 

belief that the world was unified - all its parts fitted and worked together because  created things, and all laws, came firstly from the intelligent mind of God. 

Both Christianity and Islam have inherited from Judaism this underlying assumption that the world is basically rational and ordered, the result of intelligent design. 

The Hebrew story also suggested strongly that human beings had a special relationship with their creator God – a suggestion that has led to the belief that humans are not only responsible for looking after the world but are also capable of understanding it.
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