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Lesson 2: Teacher Answer Sheet

Were the people who made Stonehenge and the
Venus Tablet ‘doing science’?

Stonehenge

Q] 
What were they doing that we might call pre-scientific?

A] 
Its construction and use was planned. Patterns were looked for. Accurate observations of the sun were made over a period of time. Calculations were made based on these observations. Technological skill of a high order is necessary for science to develop, but is not in itself scientific.

Q] 
What tools, instruments and measures did they use?

A]
 Ropes, levers, rollers, rafts for moving the stones.

Bone shovels and stone hammers were used during construction.

The naked eye was used for sky watching. It would be skilled in viewing and interpreting.

Q] 
What were their reasons for doing it?

A] 
Evidence points to the creation of a sacred site for religious ceremonies.

This may be deduced from the presence of what appears to be an altar, and the alignments with sunrise and sunset.

The Venus Tablet of Babylon

Q]
What were they doing that we might call pre-scientific?

A] 
Regular observations of phenomena were made. Records were kept of the movements of the planets. Knowledge was transmitted in writing. These are necessary but not yet sufficient for science as such.

Q] 
What tools, instruments and measures did they use?

A]    Clay tablets and a stylus for recording.

The naked eye for sky watching, and the trained mind of the observer.
Q] 
What were their reasons for doing it?

A]    To predict what was going to happen, so that they could be forewarned
       against future disasters and possibly protect themselves.
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