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Lesson 1: Student Worksheet 2

Dendera

Log on to www.egyptsites.co.uk/upper/dendera.html
The page is called Egyptian Monuments and sub-titled Dendera. This site will give you information about an Ancient Egyptian temple dedicated to the goddess Hathor. It is in the village of Dendera in Upper Egypt. Hathor was a daughter of the sun god Ra.  She was sent by Ra to watch over humankind, and was sometimes called ‘The Eye of Ra’.  She could become fierce and destructive when roused, but was also the goddess of love and joy.  She is usually depicted wearing a head-dress of horns and a sun disc. Explore the site, as far as ‘The Temple Precinct’ only. Look at the photographs of the main temple and its interiors, and the chapels with their wall decorations.

Now answer these questions.

1. What is on the ceiling of the ‘pure place’? (text and photograph)

2. Why was the statue of the goddess Hathor brought out on New Year’s morning? (text)

3. What does the information in this temple tell you about the Ancient Egyptians’ knowledge of astronomy and how it was used?
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