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1b: 
How does religion make sense


of the world?

Lesson 2: Work Sheet 2

Seeing and believing II

Text 1

‘I may have all knowledge and understand all secrets; I may have all the faith needed to move mountains – but if I have no love, I am nothing.  I may give away everything I have – but if I have no love, this does me no good.

‘Love is patient and kind; it is not jealous or conceited or proud; love is not ill-mannered or selfish or irritable; love does not keep a record of wrongs; love is not happy with evil, but is happy with the truth.  Love never gives up, and its faith, hope and patience never fail. Love is eternal.’

Good News Bible Corinthians 1.13

You will find this in the New Testament.  It is part of a letter written by Paul to the people of Corinth.  Paul, who came after Jesus, was travelling around the Mediterranean, spreading the new religion of Christianity.

Text 2

‘When I consider your heavens,  the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him?’

The Adventure Bible International Bible Society

This is part of Psalm 8 from the Old Testament.  ‘Mindful’ means ‘to care about’.


Text 3

‘Ian is a young geologist who studies rock formations and analyses them in his laboratory.

One day he goes as part of a survey team to the Himalayas to collect some rock samples.

They climb steadily, discussing their work as they go.

Suddenly they reach the peak of the smaller mountain they had been climbing, and can see far beyond it.  The mist clears, the sun shines on the frozen snow, appearing blue in the distance.  It is a scene of breathtaking beauty and splendour.

The voices of his companions are buzzing in his ears, but Ian feels for a moment alone with nature: just him, the snowy mountains, and the radiant sun.

He feels both very small, and very great at the same time.

What types of rock the mountains are made of, becomes meaningless in that moment, as he becomes filled with wonder.’

Text 4

‘Two divers come across a large cave, with what looks like an underwater garden inside it.  Seaweeds seem to be growing in rows, shells appear to be placed in attractive circular patterns, and swirling lines are etched into the roof of the cave.  Small brightly coloured fish swim among the seaweed rows and the sea-shell patterns, in a relaxed way as if there are no predators inside the cave. It is a beautiful sight.

The first diver says there must be an underwater gardener.

The second diver says there cannot be an underwater gardener. 

They set up cameras to keep watch.  No gardener is caught on screen.

The second diver says, ‘See, there is no gardener!  Although it looks beautiful, the arrangements are there by chance.’

The first diver continues to disagree. ‘There is a gardener – but an invisible one.’

The second diver sets traps for the gardener to fall into – but nothing is caught.  

‘See, there is no gardener.’

The first diver replies, ‘There is.  But this gardener is not like you and me.  This gardener does things in different ways – we just don’t know how.  But we need to accept that there is a gardener somehow looking after this cave.’
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