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R5 – Comprehension Exercise / Test (Answers)


Intelligent Design (ID) and Irreducible Complexity (IC)

All of the questions below relate to the ‘Student Introduction to Intelligent Design (ID) and Irreducible Complexity (IC)’. 

BASIC FACTUAL TEST

1. Who wrote Darwin on Trial in 1991?
PHILIP JOHNSON

2. What term is used to describe a living thing that appears to defy evolutionary explanations? 
IRREDUCIBLY COMPLEX

3. Name the two key players in the ID movement, one being a biochemist and the other a mathematician.

MICHAEL BEHE & WILLIAM DEMBSKI

4. Which of the above wrote Darwin’s Black Box: the Biochemical Challenge to Evolution in 1996? 
BEHE

5. Which of the above wrote The Design Inference: Eliminating Chance Through Small Probabilities (1998)?
DEMBSKI

6. In which city can ‘The Center for the Renewal of Science and Culture’  be found?
SEATTLE

7. What is the name of the document in which the Center’s desire to see the overthrow of the materialistic worldview is found? 

THE ‘WEDGE STRATEGY’


8. Who was the School District’s opponent in the so-called ‘Dover’ case in 2005? 
TAMMY KITZMILLER et al


9. Who suggests that ID is a form of ‘episodic creationism’?
 
DENIS ALEXANDER


10.  What do we call the non-empirical starting points in our worldviews – the commitments that are built into our way of seeing the world? 
 
A PRIORI


11.  What is the theistic position on origins that believes that evolutionary accounts are false called?
SPECIAL CREATIONISM

12.  What is the alternative theistic position which accepts evolution as the way God brought about complexity called?

 

THEISTIC EVOLUTIONISM


13.  What is the collective name for the ‘causes’ that are distinguished as material, formal, efficient and final? 
ARISTOTLE’S FOUR CAUSES


14. What is the name we give to the procedure in science whereby we attempt to explain the complex in terms of the more simple?    
 
(METHODOLOGICAL) REDUCTIONISM


15. Give another name for metaphysical reductionism.
 
ONTOLOGICAL REDUCTIONISM


16. Who famously described miracles as “violations of laws of nature”?     
 
DAVID HUME


17. What is it called when we invoke God as an explanation in the absence of a known scientific explanation?
 
GOD-OF-THE-GAPS


18. Which Christian scientist, who coined the answer to question 17, cautioned against this attitude and suggested that the proper response to current scientific ignorance was “to become better scientists”? 
 
CHARLES COULSON

19. Who are the antagonists according to the so-called ‘Conflict Thesis’?  
 
SCIENCE AND RELIGION

20. What do Lennox and others call those things which he believes reductionist science cannot in principle explain and which our scientific understanding might suggest to us requires some kind of designer? 
 
GOOD GAPS

21. What does Bernd-Olap Küppers say that the origin of life is equivalent to in terms of the origin of something else? 
 
THE ORIGIN OF BIOLOGICAL INFORMATION

22. Did Judge Jones in the ‘Dover’ case reckon that ID was properly scientific? 
 
NO


23. What is the common criticism of the ID movement in respect of a fruitful
 scientific research programme? 
 
IT HAS NOT GENERATED ONE

24. What do we call a religious point of view that is resistant to modernity and which is often literalistic in its reading of Scripture? 
 
FUNDAMENTALISM


25.  Who is the author of the Islamic texts, Atlas of Creation?
 
HARUN YAKHA
